
Defending The Natives | The Bay Area's YOUR TV20 San Francisco, CA... http://www.yourtv20.com/news/green/9851751.html

1 of 2 10/4/2007 3:15 PM

October 4, 2007 San Francisco, CA Search

News Weather Traffic Your Green Life YouNewsTV Programs Features About Us

Eco News ABC7 News At 9 National & International Business Health Technology Entertainment

 YouNewsTV™

 Watch Video

63 °F

TONIGHT 6:30p
Part 1 of two. After a squabble with a 
man (guest star Larry Miller) at a gas 
station, Michael is dragged to a family 
dinner at a restaurant. Followed by
another episode at 7p!

TONIGHT 7:30p
Cheryl tries to set an example for her 
girls by forbidding use of the 
vacationing neighbors' swimming 
pool, only to succumb herself. Catch
another episode at 10p! 

TONIGHT 8P
A "mystery man" (Michael Emerson) 
who leads a double life gets involved 
in the investigation of the murder of a 
recently released convict.

Defending The Natives

The language used to describe the problem of invasive plants is vivid. Habitats
are taken over, native species are choked out or even annihilated, and whole 
eco systems are altered forever. Invasives are blamed for everything from
increasing the risk of fires and floods to threatening endangered species, and 
the effort to control and eradicate them gets more difficult and costly every year. 

“It’s a huge problem,” said Terri Kempton, of the PlantRight organization.
“Invasive species as a whole have been identified as the second leading cause
for the loss of biodiversity, second only to habitat loss from development and
construction and those kinds of activities.” Kempton and her group have
compiled a list of the worst invasive ornamental species still available
commercially and work with horticultural centers, nurseries and the landscaping
industry in an effort to phase them out. A campaign aimed at educating the
public on the problem is planned to begin in early 2008. 

But invasives like Scotch broom, Spanish broom, giant Arundo reed, periwinkle
and ice plant are appealing to landscapers and backyard gardeners. “They’re
hardy plants and a lot of the things that we look for in garden plants are that
they’re hardy, that they do really well in various soil conditions, that they can
withstand drought and that they come back year after year.” Kempton said. 

Unfortunately, those traits also make the plants very successful once they
spread beyond the garden fence. Ice plant is one of the most visible examples in
California. Although once planted for erosion control throughout the state, it is
now the target of large scale removal projects because of its aggressive threat to 
native endangered plant species. 

Sensitive eco systems like the San Francisco Bay Delta are especially 
vulnerable to the threat of invasives. According to some estimates, four exotic
plant species are introduced to the area every year. Not all of those turn out to
be invasive, said Dr. Andy Cohen, an environmental scientist with the San 
Francisco Estuary Institute, but plenty do. 

“The global rule of thumb is that about 10 percent of the things that come in tend
to be a problem,” he said, adding that the threat from aquatic invasive species in
the Delta and the Bay is rapidly getting worse. Some of the worst plants that clog
up waterways out compete native species and alter the “food web” for wildlife
were brought in for landscaping purposes. Water hyacinth is one example. Its
purple flowers helped make it popular when it was first brought west from
Louisiana in the early 1900’s. 

But Cohen said regardless of how invasives arrive in an area, one of the biggest
issues is how quickly they spread and alter their new habitat. Scientists and
others are forced to try to keep up with a rapidly changing environment where
the balance of plant and animal life is continually being challenged. “It’s really
hard to maintain any basic understanding of how an eco system works when
there’s a new species being introduced every three and a half months.” 

For more information on invasive plants to look out for click here For more
information on the PlantRight campaign click here
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The 2007 BMW 3 Series
Sexier. Faster. Loaded-er. See What's Inside - Official 
BMW Site. 
bayareabmw.com
Green Homes For Sale
LEED Designed Flats & Townhomes In A San Francisco 
Highrise Community! 
www.ArterraSF.com

Serramonte Ford
Family Owned and Operated 
Serving The Bay Area For Over 
35 Years 
www.serramonteford.com
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